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Angotti, Murray, Riggs To Be Featured at Second Ecumenical Music Conference
 
SANTA MONICA, Calif. – Award-winning performer and composer John Angotti, liturgist J-Glenn Murray, SJ, and legendary vocal coach Seth Riggs will be featured presenters at the second annual “Leading With Passion! Worship Music Conference + Festival.”  The conference will take place Friday, September 14 and Saturday, September 15 at St. Monica Catholic Church in Santa Monica, California, USA.  
Angotti, who was named Male Vocalist of the Year at the 2006 United Catholic Music and Video Association Unity Awards, will open the conference with a concert Friday night.  Murray, a frequent presenter on liturgy and spirituality known for his dynamic style, will deliver the conference keynote Saturday morning.  Murray is currently the Director of the Office of Pastoral Liturgy for the Diocese of Cleveland.

During the conference Saturday, workshops will be offered on vocal, choral, and instrumental work; planning worship & liturgy; the spirituality of music; and other topics.  A three-part voice workshop will be offered by Riggs, who has coached some of the biggest names in music, including Josh Groban, Faith Hill, Ray Charles, Natalie Cole, and over 120 Grammy Award winners.  “People pay a lot of money to work with Seth just for an hour session,” said Cesar Marquez, director of Wings Music Ministry, sponsor of the conference.  “I’m thrilled that we’re able to offer this rare chance for attendees to learn from him at our event,” Marquez said.  There will also be workshops in Spanish and for high school youth and those who minister to them.  

“It’s only our second year and we’re already growing tremendously,” said Marquez.  “Since last year, I’ve had lots of calls from artists, publishers, radio and TV stations, and exhibitors asking how to get involved, wanting to be sure they were invited this year.  It’s very exciting.” Last years event attracted members of over 64 churches from varied Christian denominations.

In addition to Angotti, Murray, and Riggs, presenters are scheduled to include Grammy award winner Vic Vanacore; composer Christopher Walker; gospel musician Clifford Petty; Foursquare Church minister Sy Goraieb; Unity Award winner Sarah Hart; recording artist ValLimar Jansen; vocal instructor Alexandra Lee; sound designer Bill Platt; El Sembrador music director Mario Alberto Perez; and others.  
According to Marquez, one of last year’s highlights was the Unity Concert, which brought together many of the presenters and performers on one stage to perform along with local pastoral singers and musicians.  A Unity Concert featuring conference artists will again close the conference on Saturday night.  Tickets to Friday evening’s concert by Angotti at 7:30pm and Saturday evening’s Unity Concert at 8pm are included free with conference registration, but individual concert tickets will also be available to the public.  
The conference will again sponsor a new composer showcase, and scholarship competition, and will feature exhibition space for attendees to explore the newest offerings by publishers, composers, recording artists, audio engineers, and the like.  

The conference is being presented in association with the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and St. Monica Catholic Community.  Early registration (by August 24) is $45 for adults and $25 for high school youth and includes a catered lunch and refreshments. Group discounts are available.  Individual tickets to the Angotti concert are available for $10, and Unity Concert tickets are available for $15.  For more information, or to register or purchase tickets go to www.LeadingWithPassion.org or call (310) 566-1500.
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